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JOB DESCRIPTION
Call for an Oral Storyteller and a Graphic Novel/Comic Artist
Everybody's Got Stories School Programme
Discover Children's Story Centre is seeking two creative practitioners for our new KS2 project working with Year 3 (7–8-year-olds) school programme, Everybody's Got Stories: one Oral Storyteller and one Graphic Novel/Comic Artist/Author-Illustrator. Each practitioner will work alongside Discover's Community & Learning team and Story Builders to inspire children to develop a lifelong love of stories and reading.
About the project
Everybody’s Got Stories responds to the “Decline by Nine” which is the drop in reading for pleasure that can happen as children approach age nine. Across the year, pupils will work with a professional oral storyteller and/or a graphic novel/comic artist/author-illustrator. Across the academic year, Autumn focuses on comics and visual storytelling; Spring on oral storytelling; and in Summer, children choose a strand to develop for a final showcase for parents and carers. The programme builds confidence, ownership and enthusiasm for reading by giving children creative choice and multiple ways into storytelling.

It particularly supports children who may be less engaged with reading or face barriers to literacy, including pupils with English as an additional language. Sessions should be inclusive, adaptable and accessible to a wide range of learners. The practical, creative nature of the programme is also designed to engage boys and a broad range of interests within mixed-gender classes.
What we are looking for
We are looking for practitioners in one of the following areas:
1. Graphic novels, comics or author-illustration
1. Oral storytelling
Artists will work closely with a Discover Story Builder to develop and deliver engaging workshops that inspire children to create, perform and share their own stories.
Please apply for the strand that best matches your practice, stating clearly whether you are applying as a Graphic Novel/Comic Artist, Author or Illustrator (delivering in the Autumn and Summer terms) or as an Oral Storyteller (delivering in the Spring and Summer terms).
Essential experience
We are looking for artists with experience of:
1. Leading storytelling, or related creative activities and/or programmes, with children
1. Designing and delivering literacy, arts or storytelling projects in primary schools
1. Working collaboratively with teachers and education practitioners
1. Creating inclusive sessions that engage children with a range of abilities and experiences
Desirable experience
1. Working with children who have English as an additional language
1. Delivering inclusive practice for children with additional needs
1. Oral storytelling performance, or graphic novel/comic creation, with young audiences
1. Facilitating creative showcases or celebration events
Delivery schedule
Each artist will deliver 11 half-day sessions across their main delivery term, the Summer term development strand and the final showcase.
	Stage
	Timing
	Who delivers
	Commitment

	Main delivery term
	Autumn term, after October half term
(every Tue, Wed, Thu or Fri, w/c 1 Nov to 6 Dec 2026)
Session time: 9:15–10:45am
	Graphic Novel/Comic Artist/Author-Illustrator
	6 half-day sessions

	Main delivery term
	Spring term, after February half term
(every Tue, Wed, Thu or Fri, w/c 21 Feb to 28 Mar 2027)
Session time: 9:15–10:45am
	Oral Storyteller
	6 half-day sessions

	Summer term (working towards the final showcase)
	June 2027
(every Tue, Wed, Thu or Fri, w/c 7 June to 28 June 2027)
Session time: 9:15–10:45am
	Both artists
	4 half-day sessions

	Final showcase
	TBC: a Tue, Wed, Thu or Fri, w/c 5 July 2027
Showcase time: 1:15–3:15pm
	Both artists
	1 half-day event



Development and planning time
Each artist will also be paid for 7.5 development days, made up as follows.
Artist A – Graphic Novel/Comic Artist/Author-Illustrator (delivering in the Autumn term)
1. 3 days in person with the Discover Story Builder and Artist B before the Autumn term (around early September)
1. 3 days of self-directed preparation, administration and online meetings
1. 1 day in person with the Discover Story Builder and the partner artist before the Summer term
1. 0.5 day preparing for the final showcase
Artist B – Oral Storyteller (delivering in the Spring term)
1. 1 day in person with the Discover Story Builder and Artist A before the Autumn term (around early September)
1. 2 days in person with the Discover Story Builder before the Spring term
1. 3 days of self-directed preparation, administration and online meetings
1. 1 day in person with the Story Builders and the partner artist before the Summer term
1. 0.5 day preparing for the final showcase
Fees
1. Day rate – 7 hours: £214 per full day
1. Half-day rate - 3.5 hours : £107 per half day

1. Delivery: 11 half-day sessions × £107 = £1,177
1. Development and planning: 7.5 full days × £214 = £1,605
1. Total fee: £2,782 per artist

This total is based on 11 half-day delivery sessions and 7.5 paid development and planning days per artist. Artists are engaged on a freelance basis and are responsible for their own tax and National Insurance contributions.
Each artist will also be given a £200 materials budget, which will be reimbursed for resources used during the sessions.
How to apply
Please send the following to recruitment@discover.org.uk by 12 noon on Monday 10 August 2026:
1. A CV outlining your relevant experience.
1. A covering letter explaining your interest in the project, your availability, your preferred delivery day (Tue, Wed, Thu or Fri) and your preferred development days in September. Please note that all applicants must be available to deliver sessions during the Summer term and the final showcase.
1. A one-page proposal outlining:
26. Your plan for the six half-day workshops in your main delivery term.
26. Your ideas for the four Summer term sessions leading towards the final showcase.
26. Whether you are applying as an oral storyteller, or as a graphic novel/comic artist/author-illustrator.
Selection criteria
1. Relevant professional practice in oral storytelling, graphic novels, comics, author-illustration or visual storytelling for children.
1. Experience of designing and delivering inclusive, engaging creative sessions for primary-aged children.
1. A clear, practical approach to collaboration with schools, teachers, Story Builders and the Discover team.
1. A strong understanding of how creative storytelling can support reading for pleasure, confidence and pupil choice.
Recruitment timeline
Shortlisted applicants will be invited to interview in w/c 17 August 2026, with final decisions communicated by w/c 24 August 2026.
Safeguarding and access
Discover is committed to safeguarding children and young people. Successful applicants will be expected to follow Discover's safeguarding procedures, complete any required induction and DBS checks, and work professionally and respectfully with children, schools and staff.
Discover values, diversity and is an equal opportunities employer. We actively encourage applications from ethnically and culturally diverse practitioners, and from artists who self-identify as disabled. If you require adjustments to the application or interview process, please let us know and we will endeavor to support you.
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