
TO GET STARTED, YOU WILL NEED: 
Paper

Coloured paper or pencils

Scissors

Glue 

A toilet paper roll

Join Discover Story Builder 
Minnie as she reads the much-
loved story of Elmer the 
patchwork elephant.

Written by David McKee. 
Published by Andersen Press.

Watch on our YouTube channel or 
visit discover.org.uk/storytelling-
resources

MAKE YOUR OWN PATCHWORK ELEPHANT

Then, have a go at making your own unique patchwork elephant of many 
colours...

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qc3UNW6Vwbg
https://discover.org.uk/storytelling-resources
https://discover.org.uk/storytelling-resources


INSTRUCTIONS: 
1 & 2. On white paper, draw the elephant’s ears and trunk. Use the paper roll 
to measure. 

3. Cut out the ears and the trunk – ask an adult to help you with this. 

4. Use coloured pencils, paint or glue squares of coloured paper to the paper 
roll, the ears and the trunk to decorate your patchwork elephant.

5. Fold the trunk a couple of times. Glue the ears and the trunk to the roll 
and add the eyes. Your elephant is ready.

6. Your elephant is ready. Make more to create your own herd of elephants. 
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DESCRIBE YOUR PATCHWORK ELEPHANT

Like Elmer, your elephant is full of colours. Give your 
elephant a name and complete the sentences below to 
describe it to your friends and family: 

“Elmer was different. Elmer was patchwork. He was yellow 
and orange and red and pink and purple and blue and green 

and black and white. Elmer was not elephant colour.”

My elephant is called ......................................................................... . 

................................................................. is different. 

................................................................. is patchwork.

.................................................. is .............................................................. 

and.................................................. and ...................................................

and .................................................. and ..................................................

 and .................................................. and ............................................... .

................................................................. is not elephant colour. 


